
 

One of our Dental Assisting 
students, Melissa, began her 
externship the second week 
of January. On her first day 
at the office, the only em-
ployee called in sick.  

 

 Melissa arrived early and 
was informed that the regu-
lar Dental Assistant was ab-
sent.  She took a deep 
breath and then proceeded 
to start the day. The Dentist 
did not have to cancel any 
scheduled appointments 
because Melissa had 
enough confidence in her-
self to work alone.  She was 
seating the patients, setting 
up the rooms, assisting the 
doctor with procedures, 
taking x-rays, answering the 
phones and staying on top 
of keeping the rooms clean.  
A few emergency patients 
were added into the already 
busy schedule, and Melissa 
was able to keep the flow of 
the schedule going and stay 
on top of keeping the instru-
ments sterilized.   

 

At the end of the day, the 
Dentist went into the sterili-
zation area expecting to find 
dental instruments stacked 
up, only to find that they 
had been sterilized already.  
She was so pleased, she 
called Melissa an angel.   

 

Melissa called and told me 

about her first day.  I told her 
I was very proud of her, and 
said that being the only 
Dental Assistant was a scary 
thing even for someone 
with experience!  For her 
first day as an extern, she did 
an amazing job.   

When going over study 
guides for tests in class, we 
play a game called “Who 
Wants to be a Rock Star 
Dental Assistant?” I told 
Melissa that she earned that 
name on her first day out.   

 

On her second day, the 
regular Dental Assistant was 

back.  The Dentist worked 
half a day and told her Assis-
tant to go to lunch and 
come back in an hour.  She 
then turned to Melissa and 
asked her if she would be 
okay in the office for an 
hour by herself. Melissa said, 
“Yes, I’ll be fine.”  She an-
swered the phones and took 
messages, then the assistant 
came back and asked 
Melissa how she liked the 
office and what type of of-
fice she was interested in 
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working in, among other 
questions. Melissa answered 
the assistant to which the 
assistant replied, “Very 
good!” and went on to tell 
her about the office and the 
available benefits. This office 
is looking for a Dental Assis-
tant and I am hopeful that 
they will take her on as an 
employee.   



Ms. Shaw, one of our Medical Assisting 
Instructors, is now the Career Services 
Coordinator!  In addition to her regular 
teaching duties, she is responsible for 
securing externship sites and helping 
students and recent graduates find jobs.  
If you need to find a part-time job to 
help you get through school, please let 
Ms. Shaw know, and of course, after 
you graduate, she will assist you in your 
search for employment. Ms. Shaw is 
busy networking on your behalf, so 
please contact her if you need her assis-
tance. Ms. Shaw’s email is 
Lshaw@meridian.edu 

 

Meridian Career Institute students: After 
filing your 2010 taxes, please see Areen 
in the Financial Aid Office. 

 

Also, please check the LRC’s blog for 
scholarships at: 

http://meridianlrc.wordpress.com  

New scholarships are listed almost 
every month!     

care 
worker of 
the year. 

What What What What 
word word word word 
describes describes describes describes 
you best?  you best?  you best?  you best?  
Sunshine. 

If you could change anything about If you could change anything about If you could change anything about If you could change anything about 
yourself, what would it be?  yourself, what would it be?  yourself, what would it be?  yourself, what would it be?  I would 
change nothing about myself.  I am very 
happy with myself. 

If you had to give up a favorite food, If you had to give up a favorite food, If you had to give up a favorite food, If you had to give up a favorite food, 
which would be the most difficult to which would be the most difficult to which would be the most difficult to which would be the most difficult to 
give up?  give up?  give up?  give up?  I love food, so giving up any 
food would be very difficult. 

What is one food you’d never want to What is one food you’d never want to What is one food you’d never want to What is one food you’d never want to 
taste again?  taste again?  taste again?  taste again?  Dressing (stuffing—yuk!)    

You’ve been given access to a time You’ve been given access to a time You’ve been given access to a time You’ve been given access to a time 
machine.  Where and when would you machine.  Where and when would you machine.  Where and when would you machine.  Where and when would you 
travel, and why?  travel, and why?  travel, and why?  travel, and why?  I would travel back to 
the 17th century because I love the 
way the ladies dressed. 

What award would you love to win What award would you love to win What award would you love to win What award would you love to win 
and for what achievement?  and for what achievement?  and for what achievement?  and for what achievement?  Health  

What car have you always dreamed of What car have you always dreamed of What car have you always dreamed of What car have you always dreamed of 
owning?  owning?  owning?  owning?  My dream car is a truck—an 
F650 in bright yellow. 

What is your greatest accomplishment?    What is your greatest accomplishment?    What is your greatest accomplishment?    What is your greatest accomplishment?      
As my life is not over, I do not believe I 
have achieved my greatest accomplish-
ment yet, but I am very proud of the 
things I have done so far. 

Who do you admire?  Who do you admire?  Who do you admire?  Who do you admire?  My mother—she 
taught me to be the strong person I am. 

Complete this sentence:  Happiness is Complete this sentence:  Happiness is Complete this sentence:  Happiness is Complete this sentence:  Happiness is 
............A nice cold beer on a hot summer 
day!!!  Watching my honey mow the 
grass!!! 

Students!  Did you know you can have 
your hair cut and/or styled for FREE by 
our Cosmetology students?  Manicures 
are free, too.  Pedicures will incur a 
charge of $3.00 for the pedicure kit 
(buffer, toe separator, pedi-slippers and 
file), but if you bring it back each time 
you want another pedicure, there is no 
charge. If you would like a chemical 
service (highlights, toner, bleach, perm, 
relaxer, etc.), there is a small fee of $10 
per chemical application.   

What word describes you best? What word describes you best? What word describes you best? What word describes you best? No 
word, but character?  Daffy Duck! 

If you could change anything about If you could change anything about If you could change anything about If you could change anything about 
yourself, what would it be? yourself, what would it be? yourself, what would it be? yourself, what would it be? I talk too 
much and too loud—oh that’s two 
things!  Oops!  :) 

What car have you always dreamed of What car have you always dreamed of What car have you always dreamed of What car have you always dreamed of 
owning?  owning?  owning?  owning?  A Mustang convertible. 

What is your greatest accomplishment? What is your greatest accomplishment? What is your greatest accomplishment? What is your greatest accomplishment? 
Staying married for 27 years.  And he’s 
still alive. 

Who do you admire?  Who do you admire?  Who do you admire?  Who do you admire?  My oldest daugh-
ter.  She had major obstacles when she 
was young, but overcame them all.  
Now she has a great paying job, great 
hubby, and two bee-yoo-ti-ful kids. 

Complete this sentence:  Happiness is… Complete this sentence:  Happiness is… Complete this sentence:  Happiness is… Complete this sentence:  Happiness is… 
just an emotion—here one moment, 
gone the next.  We can’t live just to be 
happy—we have to learn to be content. 

If you had to give up a favorite food, If you had to give up a favorite food, If you had to give up a favorite food, If you had to give up a favorite food, 
which would be the most difficult to which would be the most difficult to which would be the most difficult to which would be the most difficult to 
give up?give up?give up?give up?  Subway veggie foot long on 
wheat LOADED with all veggies—yes, 
even jalapenos.  Oh—no pickles 

What is one food you’d never want to What is one food you’d never want to What is one food you’d never want to What is one food you’d never want to 
taste again?  taste again?  taste again?  taste again?  Pickled herring.  Ugh!! 

You’ve been given access to a time You’ve been given access to a time You’ve been given access to a time You’ve been given access to a time 
machine.  Where and when would you machine.  Where and when would you machine.  Where and when would you machine.  Where and when would you 
travel, and why?  travel, and why?  travel, and why?  travel, and why?  I would go back ten 
years ago when I owned a business.  I 
should have gone back to school then.  
I worked nights and had extra time and 
money. 

Student interview— Karen in  Med ical  Ass i st ing  
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Instructor Interview—MS .  DOUGLAS  in Med ical  As s i st ing 

Our Cosmo students are ready to be 
of service to you! 


