
Meet Bria Jones! 

Where are you from?  Where are you from?  Where are you from?  Where are you from?  I was 
born in St. Louis, MO.  I moved 
here from Maryland in October 
2010. 

What do you do for fun?  What do you do for fun?  What do you do for fun?  What do you do for fun?  Hang 
out with my mom and shop, of 
course. 

What is your philosophy in life?  What is your philosophy in life?  What is your philosophy in life?  What is your philosophy in life?  
Live, love, and laugh.  Life is too 
short to stress. 

Favorite movie?  Why?  Favorite movie?  Why?  Favorite movie?  Why?  Favorite movie?  Why?  My 
favorite movies are any di-
rected by Tyler Perry.  They are 
always good for laughs and 

good advice. 

Favorite music artist?  Why?  Favorite music artist?  Why?  Favorite music artist?  Why?  Favorite music artist?  Why?  
Don’t have a specific artist, just 
love R & B music and soul mu-
sic. 

Complete this statement:  In Complete this statement:  In Complete this statement:  In Complete this statement:  In 
five years, I see myself… five years, I see myself… five years, I see myself… five years, I see myself… Mar-
ried, with two kids, and a stable 
career in the medical field or in 
corrections. 

Say hi to Elizabeth Tolentino! 

Where are you from?  Where are you from?  Where are you from?  Where are you from?  I’m origi-
nally from Passaic, NJ, but have 
lived in Florida for 16 years. 

What do you do for fun?  What do you do for fun?  What do you do for fun?  What do you do for fun?  
Spend as much time as possible 
with my babies.  They are 
growing too fast. 

What is your philosophy in life?  What is your philosophy in life?  What is your philosophy in life?  What is your philosophy in life?  
Do unto others as you would 
like done to you.  Lead by ex-
ample. 

Favorite movie?  Why?  Favorite movie?  Why?  Favorite movie?  Why?  Favorite movie?  Why?  Pretty 
Woman.  I can watch that 
movie over and over and not 
tire of it. 

Favorite artist?  Why?  Favorite artist?  Why?  Favorite artist?  Why?  Favorite artist?  Why?  I don’t 
have a favorite artist, but more 
of a favorite genre.  I love listen-
ing to Spanish music.  Salsa, 
merengue, bachata are my 
favorites!! 

Complete this statement::  In Complete this statement::  In Complete this statement::  In Complete this statement::  In 
five years, I see myself...five years, I see myself...five years, I see myself...five years, I see myself...working 
at a hospital part-time as a 
nurse in the Labor & Delivery 
Unit.  I enjoy witnessing the 
miracle of birth—I 
wanted to be an 
obstetrician 
when I was 
younger.   
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Guess who this is?  This is 
Tiffany Vines, one of our Cos-
metology students.  Why is 
this article titled “Fantastic 
news”?  Because Tiffany won 
a $5,000 scholarship from the 
Bailey Family Foundation! 
Isn’t that FANTASTIC? 

The Bailey Family Foundation 
accepts college scholarship ap-
plications every year from Janu-
ary 1st through March 15th, 
then again July 1st through Sep-
tember 15th.  All students that 
meet the eligibility requirements 
should apply.  For more informa-
tion on the eligibility require-
ments, please visit the Founda-
tion’s Website at:   

http://bailey-family.org/ 

The Foundation awards one 
$5,000 scholarship to an eligible 
student at EACH EACH EACH EACH school.  The 

scholarship application re-
quires a short 300 word es-
say about your goals and 
any community service or 
activities that have influ-
enced your life.  There is a 
catch, though.  You must 
APPLY APPLY APPLY APPLY for the scholarship.  
The good news is you won’t 
be competing with thou-
sands of people, only the 
eligible students at Meridian 
Career Institute. 

So—mark your calendar now.  
If you will be attending 
school in the fall, apply for 
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this scholarship between July 1st 
and September 15th.  Your Librar-
ian will be available to assist you 
in the Learning Resource Center.   



you, she cares.  I couldn’t ask for a bet-
ter teacher.  I can honestly say she goes 
above and beyond for her students.  I 
love Mrs. Val and I will still be calling her 
for advice. 

What are your goals for the next five What are your goals for the next five What are your goals for the next five What are your goals for the next five 
years?  years?  years?  years?  I’m going to continue my educa-
tion and make as much money as possi-
ble. 

Do you have any words of advice for Do you have any words of advice for Do you have any words of advice for Do you have any words of advice for 
students?  students?  students?  students?  When it gets harder and 
harder, never give up, and take advan-
tage of this learning experi-
ence.  When you put the ef-
fort towards something, you 
can accomplish great things. 

and Coding Professional?  and Coding Professional?  and Coding Professional?  and Coding Professional?  Medical As-
sisting is a great profession, and very 
much in demand today.  You take your 
skills wherever you go, and it’s a very 
rewarding job.  I became a Medical 
Coder and Biller accidentally.  My per-
sonal doctor asked me for help one day.  
He was very frustrated with his pending 
insurance claims.  I learned everything I 
needed to learn about billing in a few 
months and maximized his revenues.  It 
was a great feeling.    

What do you do for fun when you What do you do for fun when you What do you do for fun when you What do you do for fun when you 
aren’t in school?  aren’t in school?  aren’t in school?  aren’t in school?  I watch the Discovery 
Channel.   

What’s your favorite color?  What’s your favorite color?  What’s your favorite color?  What’s your favorite color?  Brown, 
because it’s a natural, down-to-earth 
neutral color. 

What’s your favorite food?  What’s your favorite food?  What’s your favorite food?  What’s your favorite food?  Baklava, 

How long have you been a Medical How long have you been a Medical How long have you been a Medical How long have you been a Medical 
Assistant and Medical Insurance Billing Assistant and Medical Insurance Billing Assistant and Medical Insurance Billing Assistant and Medical Insurance Billing 
and Coding Professional?  and Coding Professional?  and Coding Professional?  and Coding Professional?  I’ve been a 
Medical Assistant for 15 years and a 
Medical Insurance Biller and Coder for 
19 years. 

Why did you want to be a Medical As-Why did you want to be a Medical As-Why did you want to be a Medical As-Why did you want to be a Medical As-
sistant and a Medical Insurance Billing sistant and a Medical Insurance Billing sistant and a Medical Insurance Billing sistant and a Medical Insurance Billing 

because it’s so rich and sweet.  I love 
the chopped nuts and honey. 

What is the best advice anyone ever What is the best advice anyone ever What is the best advice anyone ever What is the best advice anyone ever 
gave you?  gave you?  gave you?  gave you?  Go back to school and finish 
your nursing degree. 

If you could trade places with any other If you could trade places with any other If you could trade places with any other If you could trade places with any other 
person for a week, with whom would it person for a week, with whom would it person for a week, with whom would it person for a week, with whom would it 
be?  be?  be?  be?  I would love to trade places with a 
physician (cardiologist).  I want to wit-
ness an open heart surgery. 

Just for fun, if you inherited $10 million Just for fun, if you inherited $10 million Just for fun, if you inherited $10 million Just for fun, if you inherited $10 million 
dollars tomorrow, what would you do dollars tomorrow, what would you do dollars tomorrow, what would you do dollars tomorrow, what would you do 
with it?  with it?  with it?  with it?  I would go into the education 
business and travel all over the world. 

What would I find in your refrigerator What would I find in your refrigerator What would I find in your refrigerator What would I find in your refrigerator 
right now?  right now?  right now?  right now?  Baklava. 

If Hollywood made a movie about your If Hollywood made a movie about your If Hollywood made a movie about your If Hollywood made a movie about your 
life, who would play the lead role as life, who would play the lead role as life, who would play the lead role as life, who would play the lead role as 
you?  you?  you?  you?  Selma Hayek. 
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lives just by improving teeth.  I’ve seen 
patients walk in hiding their teeth when 
they talk and smile, and walk out chees-
ing and having tears of joy!  That’s very 
rewarding. 

What is a typical day for a Dental Assis-What is a typical day for a Dental Assis-What is a typical day for a Dental Assis-What is a typical day for a Dental Assis-
tant?  tant?  tant?  tant?  There isn’t a typical day in the of-
fice.  You never know what will happen.  
For example, a patient comes in for a sim-
ple filling, but finds out the decay is much 
worse than before.  We could have to do 
a crown, root canal, or extraction.  It’s 
never typical. 

Did your education at Meridian prepare Did your education at Meridian prepare Did your education at Meridian prepare Did your education at Meridian prepare 
you for your new job?  you for your new job?  you for your new job?  you for your new job?  Mrs. Val is an awe-
some teacher!  Not only does she prepare 

What is the best advice anyone ever gave What is the best advice anyone ever gave What is the best advice anyone ever gave What is the best advice anyone ever gave 
you?  you?  you?  you?  You can reach your goals easily; 
you just have to put effort into it. 

If you could trade places with any other If you could trade places with any other If you could trade places with any other If you could trade places with any other 
person for a week, with whom would it person for a week, with whom would it person for a week, with whom would it person for a week, with whom would it 
be?  be?  be?  be?  Someone famous—I’ll have to say 
Derek Jeter.  He’s a billionaire! 

Just for fun, if you inherited $10 million Just for fun, if you inherited $10 million Just for fun, if you inherited $10 million Just for fun, if you inherited $10 million 
dollars tomorrow, what would you do dollars tomorrow, what would you do dollars tomorrow, what would you do dollars tomorrow, what would you do 
with it?  with it?  with it?  with it?  I would do a lot of stuff, but most 
of it would be traveling, going around 
the world, and shopping. 

What would I find in your refrigerator What would I find in your refrigerator What would I find in your refrigerator What would I find in your refrigerator 
right now?  right now?  right now?  right now?  You can always find some 

water bottles. 

If Hollywood made a movie about your If Hollywood made a movie about your If Hollywood made a movie about your If Hollywood made a movie about your 
life, who would play the lead role as life, who would play the lead role as life, who would play the lead role as life, who would play the lead role as 
you?  you?  you?  you?  A young John Travolta. 

Why do you want to be a Medical Assis-Why do you want to be a Medical Assis-Why do you want to be a Medical Assis-Why do you want to be a Medical Assis-
tant?  tant?  tant?  tant?  I want to be a Medical Assistant 
because I enjoy helping others. 

What goals do you hope to accomplish in What goals do you hope to accomplish in What goals do you hope to accomplish in What goals do you hope to accomplish in 
the next 10 years?  the next 10 years?  the next 10 years?  the next 10 years?  I want to get deeper 
in the medical field by becoming a Regis-
tered Nurse. 

What do you do for fun when you aren’t What do you do for fun when you aren’t What do you do for fun when you aren’t What do you do for fun when you aren’t 
in school?  in school?  in school?  in school?  Go to the pool, and hang out 
with friends. 

What’s your favorite color?  What’s your favorite color?  What’s your favorite color?  What’s your favorite color?  Red and blue. 

What’s your favorite food?  What’s your favorite food?  What’s your favorite food?  What’s your favorite food?      

I LOVE LASAGNA!!! 
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Staff Interview—Mrs. Rojas 

Student Interview—Anthony lopez 

Ashley, Dental Assistant! 
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What do you like most about being a Den-What do you like most about being a Den-What do you like most about being a Den-What do you like most about being a Den-
tal Assistant?  tal Assistant?  tal Assistant?  tal Assistant?  The money—but most of all, 
helping people have a more beautiful smile.  
People don’t realize how much we affect 



written down.  Cosmetology students 
waited with bated breath to hear the 
names of the lucky winners. 

 

Mindy won first place for her sushi up-
do. 

Christina won second place for her 
Candyland up-do. 

Saundra won third place for her Dum 
dum candy up-do. 
 

 

 

What do sushi, the Candyland game, 
Dum-dum candy, braids, curls, and Hal-
loween have in common?  Give up? 
These are the prize-winning themes in 
the latest Cosmetology contest.  

 
 

The official judging began April 4th, 
2011, as Ms. Shaw, Ms. Val, and Ms. 
Douglas inspected two tables full of 
numbered mannequins with elaborate 
edible accessories embedded in, 
around, and on top of up-do hairstyles.  
Each mannequin was judged on: 
 

• Creativity 

• Amount of food used 

• Food inspiration pictures set up 
next to each mannequin 

• Overall neatness of up-do 

• Overall transformation (before and 
after pictures) 

 

The judges had a tough time determin-
ing the winners because each manne-
quin  scored high in all categories. At 
long last, the judges’ cards were tallied 
and the prize-winning mannequins 
were chosen. The names corresponding 
to the numbered mannequins were 

Ray and Tiffany tied for fourth place 
with a Halloween up-do and a braid 
and curl up-do, respectively. 

 

All participating students did an out-
standing job displaying their creativity 
and talent.  Ms. Jesika, one of the Cos-
metology instructors, said, “In my opin-
ion, they were ALL phenomenal!”   
 

Indeed, they were phenomenal.  We 
look forward to many more Cosmetol-
ogy contests in the future! 
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Edible Up-do Contest 
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What’s so important about attendance, 
anyway? Sometimes it feels so good to 
stay home and sleep in, doesn’t it?  Or 
maybe you want to stay home because 
you didn’t do your homework or study 
for the test.  It’s possible you think it 
really doesn’t matter if you miss a day or 
two and you just need a break.    
 

Consider this—when it’s time for stu-
dents to go on their externship, some 
are shocked to discover that potential 
employers place more importance on 
class attendance than on their GPA!  
They want to know if a student has 
attended classes on time every day, or if 
he/she has had a number of absences. 
Why do you think this matters?  It mat-
ters because an employer doesn’t care 
how much you know if you can’t be if you can’t be if you can’t be if you can’t be 
relied upon to show up at your job!  relied upon to show up at your job!  relied upon to show up at your job!  relied upon to show up at your job!  
Yes, your GPA is important, but it’s even 

• Wear scrubs every day 

• Arrive on time for class every day 

• Stay in class until it ends 

One student will be selected to win a 
prize each week:  Meridian book bags, 
Meridian t-shirts, Meridian lunchboxes, 
Gas cards, Student scrubs, Subway gift 
cards, and more.   
 

Students in all programs at Meridian 
have the opportunity to be entered into 
this drawing. 
 

 

A 

You will have the opportunity to partici-
pate more in the community!  There will 
be opportunities to: 

• Mentor other Meridian students 

• Mentor children in a community 
program 

• Participate in Feeding America 
Tampa Bay 

• Participate in fundraisers 

The Alpha Beta Kappa Honor Society is 
currently accepting members.  The pur-
pose of the Alpha Beta Kappa Honor 
Society is to encourage and recognize 
superior: 

• Academic achievement 

• Character 

• Leadership 

Why should you join Alpha Beta 
Kappa? 

Plus—achievement parties to celebrate 
special occasions!  Membership in ABK 
looks good on 
your resume, 
and they will 
write a letter of 
reference for you 
to show future 
employers!   
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more important to be at school (or your 
externship site/job) on time when 
scheduled.   
 

Several of our students made a huge 
impression at their externship sites with 
their reliability, as well as knowledge, 
during their externship.  How do we 
know this?  Because they were hired at 
the company where they did their ex-
ternship immediately after it was com-
pleted. 
 

To help reinforce the importance of 
attendance, and provide a little gift at 
the same time, we’ve decided to hold a 
weekly perfect attendance drawing for 
students every Monday between 11:00 
am—12:00 pm.   
 

Eligible students will: 

• Have a GPA of at least 2.0 

food and drinks.  
 

Andra won “Best Dressed Lady.”  The 
two men in the photo on the right won 
“Most Marvelous Mustache” (white 
shirt) and “Most Dapper Chap.”     

It seems 
Andra is 
always 
participat-
ing in com-
munity 
events, and 
best of all, 
she shares 
her adven-
tures 
through 
photos.  
We look 
forward to 
more of 

Andra’s Awesome Adventures next 
month!   

April 2nd, 2011, our 
very own Andra 
Hodges stepped 
back in time by par-
ticipating in St. 
Pete’s first Tweed 
Ride & Seersucker 
Shuffle to benefit 
the St. Petersburg 

Shuffleboard Club.  Andra and her hus-
band, Greg, dressed in their finest vin-
tage clothing and rode their bikes 
through beautiful downtown St. Pete.  
After the ride, they went to the Shuffle-
board Club and danced to the sounds 
of Lounge Cat, a swing band, and en-
joyed an amazing spread of delicious 

M E R I D I A N  M E S S E N G E R  

It’s Alpha beta kappa time! 

Andra’s awesome adventures: The St. Pete shuffle 

Weekly Attendance Drawing 
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it’s a classic. 

Favorite music artist? Why? Favorite music artist? Why? Favorite music artist? Why? Favorite music artist? Why? Waka 
Flocka Flame, because he’s into PETA 
and I like his music. 

Complete this statement: In five years, I Complete this statement: In five years, I Complete this statement: In five years, I Complete this statement: In five years, I 
see myself…see myself…see myself…see myself…Happy and living every sec-
ond like it’s the last.  

Hello, Alyce Caplan! 

Meet Alexandria Bryant! 

Where are you from?Where are you from?Where are you from?Where are you from? Warsaw, Virginia. 

What do you do for fun?What do you do for fun?What do you do for fun?What do you do for fun? Have dinner 
with my boyfriend. 

What is your philosophy of life?What is your philosophy of life?What is your philosophy of life?What is your philosophy of life? It is 
what is is. It aint what it aint, and don’t 
make it what it isn’t.    

Favorite movie?Favorite movie?Favorite movie?Favorite movie? Why? Why? Why? Why? Grease, because 

Where are you from?Where are you from?Where are you from?Where are you from? Washington, 
D.C./Baltimore, MD. 

What do you do for fun?What do you do for fun?What do you do for fun?What do you do for fun? Listen to music 
– blues. Kayaking and going to the 
beach. Traveling whenever possible. 

What is your philosophy of life?What is your philosophy of life?What is your philosophy of life?What is your philosophy of life? It’s 
what it is … and it’s all good!   

Favorite movie? Why?Favorite movie? Why?Favorite movie? Why?Favorite movie? Why? My Cousin Vinny, 
because of Marisa Tomei. 

Favorite music artist? Why?Favorite music artist? Why?Favorite music artist? Why?Favorite music artist? Why? If I had to 
narrow it down to two – Eric Clapton 
for his blues and rock, and Annie Len-
nox for her vocal range. 

Complete this statement: In five years, I Complete this statement: In five years, I Complete this statement: In five years, I Complete this statement: In five years, I 
see myself…see myself…see myself…see myself…Toes in the sand, water to 
my knees.  
  

  

MEDICAL ASSISTING – Melissa Ciolino, 
Angela Grabowski, Brittany Griffin, and 
Charline Pierre. 
 

MEDICAL BILLING AND CODING – Do-
reen Rohrer, Ann O’Rourke and Mi-
chelle Shanahan. 
 

DENTAL ASSISTING – Rachel Welty and 
Ashley Seekins 

April has really been a busy month for 
the Career Services Department. Patrick 
McDermott, Vice President of Student 
Services, reports 11 recent graduates in 
four programs have already been 
placed in April 2011. The totals are four 
graduates in Medical Assisting, two in 
Dental Assisting, two in Cosmetology 
and the three in Medical Billing and 
Coding. They are: 

COSMETOLOGY – Erica Garland Angela 
Eurich. 
 

Congratulations to these recent gradu-
ates as they use the 
knowledge and skills 
they acquired at 
Meridian College to 
positively contribute 
to their communi-
ties. 
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Get to know our new receptionists! 

Career Services HAS A BUSY MONTH  

Director, pulled her winning ticket out 
of a plastic bag.  
 

Ms. Brosseau will get to satisfy her 
sweet tooth with an assortment of 
Easter eggs, chocolates and other 

sweets. Students Felecia Martin and 
Susan Templeton won consolation 
prizes of free sandwiches from Fire-
house Subs. The consolation winners 
will find their winnings less sweet, but 
more nutritious. 

Evening Allied Health instructor, Lorie 
Brosseau, was the lucky winner of the 
Alpha Beta Kappa Easter basket raffle. 
In a random drawing witnessed by 
other hopeful entrants, Jeff Young, LRC 
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Alpha Beta Kappa Raffles Easter Basket 

SARASOTA CAMPUS NEWS 
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Life is full of new beginnings. Beverly 
Brown is a living example of that. After 
carpal tunnel syndrome ended one 
career, she started another. Then when 
a medical misdiagnosis ended her sec-
ond career, she enrolled at Meridian 
College to begin a third career. 
 

Brown spent 27 years working as a den-
tal assistant before the onset of carpal 
tunnel syndrome prevented her from 
performing the essential duties of that 
job. “Because I had carpal tunnel, I kept 
dropping things,” Brown recalled. 
“That’s when I became a home health-
care worker.” 
 

While working as a home healthcare 
worker, Brown began noticing a pain 
and numbness in her foot. Brown 
sought medical attention and the diag-
nosis was poor circulation. She believed 
that it was something more serious. 
Finally, she found a physician who 
thought her condition was serious 
enough to require hospitalization.  

But by then, it was too late. “Everybody 
shoved me off,” Brown recalled. “The 

later this year. 
 

In spite of her setbacks, Brown remains 
focused and upbeat. When asked what 
advice she has for other students, 
Brown said that the fear of failure 
should never hold you back. “Don’t be 
afraid to try,” Brown said. “Things are 
out there. There are jobs out there. 
There’s a thing for each and every one 
of us. Try to deal with everything that 
comes up. I live in pain, but I don’t let it 
show.”                           

son, Salon Program Director. “This really 
improved the looks of the Salon. It looks 
a little more peaceful.” The earth tones 
were chosen instead of brighter colors 
because they’re more conducive to ab-
sorbing light instead of reflecting it. Too 
much light can distort the cosmetolo-
gist’s perception of the client’s looks. 
“We had to be careful not to make them 
too bright,” Johnson said. “Light reflects 
off of bright colors. Our next step is to 

The student salon got a facelift in April. 
The Sarasota campus’ home of make-
overs got a makeover of its own with 
some subdued earth tones of light avo-
cado and yellow covering its walls. A 
thorough carpet and floor cleaning 
added to the pleasing and peaceful 
décor of the new look salon. 
 

“We tried to stay with earth tones, 
something very soft,” said Sandy John-

hang 
some 
new art 
on the 
walls as 
soon as 
we get 
the 
frames.” 
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doctor sent me to a hospital and they 
did an ultrasound. They found a blood 
clot, but by then it was too late. My foot 
had basically died.” 
 

An amputation forced Brown to be 
confined to a wheelchair. The ended 
her career as a home healthcare 
worker. Once again, she found herself 
starting over. She enrolled in the Medi-
cal Billing and Coding program at Me-
ridian College. That’s a career with the 
opportunity to work out of her home. 
Since there’s a chance of yet another 
amputation, it struck her as a good op-
tion. 
 

“If I lose the other leg, I’ve got to have 
something to do sitting in a chair with 
no legs. I don’t want to just sit home 
and wait for a disability check. I desire 
more,“ Brown said. Fortunately, Brown 
has a helpmate to drive her to school 
and keep her focused her schoolwork. 
Her son, Marcus Green, is also a student 
at Meridian College in the Medical Bill-
ing and Coding program.. Both of them 
are slated to graduate from Meridian 

feurs, caretakers and companions for 
their clients. 
 

Patrick McDermott, Regional Vice Presi-
dent of Student Services, arranged the 
on-campus interviews for the conven-
ience of our students and graduates. 
Around 10 to 12 interviews were con-
ducted and Mr. McDermott says that he 
expects the company to offer jobs to 
two or three of the candidates they 
interviewed. 

 Students and graduates of the Medical 
Assisting program got to do some on 
campus job interviewing over a two day 
period in April. Ed Hoffman and Chris-
tine Binyon from the company Rideplus 
came to the Sarasota Campus to con-
duct the interviews. Rideplus specializes 
in offering safe reliable transportation 
to seniors for shopping, medical ap-
pointments, meeting friends and any-
thing else that requires them to leave 
their homes. Their drivers act as chauf-

M E R I D I A N  M E S S E N G E R  

Student salon gets facelift  

RIDEPLUS OFFICIALS CONDUCT ON-CAMPUS INTERVIEWS 

Student spotlight: Beverly brown 
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views and read a lot of resumes. She 
told our students how to dress, what to 
say and what not to say. She offered 
some helpful insights on what she looks 
for in a stylist. 

Ms. Ford also reminded students that 
they need to always bring extra copies 
of their resume to the interview and 

Sarasota cosmetology students got to 
hear some helpful advice on resume 
writing, job hunting, and job interview 
tips when Mandy Ford, of Nuovo Salons 
of Sarasota, visited the campus. 
 

While managing three Nuovo Salons, 
Ms. Ford has conducted many job inter-

that correct spelling on a resume is an 
absolute must. She followed her two 
talks with question and answer sessions 
that gave our students the benefit of 
her education, experience and exper-
tise. 
 

Meridian College thanks Ms. Ford for 
taking the time to help prepare our 
students for finding careers in cosmetol-
ogy. 

 

On May 6th and 
7th, the students 
will be accesso-
rizing their scrubs 
with their crea-
tions. Ms. Tracy 
Fordham and the 
other weekend 
admissions representatives will judge 
the hats based on originality, creativity 

You don’t need to keep this news under 
your hat. The Sarasota cosmetology 
students will showcase the creativity 
and their unique fashion sense by com-
peting in a springtime hat making con-
test. Ms. Sandy Johnson, Salon Program 
Director, and cosmetology instructors 
Ms. Tabb, Ms. Petit and Mr. Haynes are 
encouraging their students to design 
and create a hat that accentuates their 
looks and says something about them. 

and overall appeal. The winner will re-
ceive a basket of styling products which 

will include gel, 
hairspray, sham-
poo, infusion 
mousse, hair 
shine spray, vol-
ume booster, 
conditioner and 
keratin mist. 
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MANDY FORD SPEAKS TO SARaSOTA STUDENTS 

“MAD HATTERS” IN COSMO DEPARTMENT  

 

That put her on a path to find some-
thing else to do where she could make 
people feel good about how they 
looked. Cosmetology was the answer 
and Meridian College was the place to 
learn it. “I like to make people happy 
about their hair and feel good about 
how they look,” Stevens said. “After 
researching other schools, I chose Me-
ridian because they had the better pro-
gram. The thing that I like best about 
the school is my teachers and peers, the 
people that I work with.” 
 

On one recent Saturday, Christine dem-
onstrated her willingness to go above 
and beyond the call of duty. She wasn’t 
scheduled to work in the Salon that 
day, but she called to see if she could 
come in and work on a friend’s hair. She 
ended up doing a lot more than that. 

She did both men and women’s hair-
cuts and also got her first salon experi-
ence in trimming a beard. Before she 
left, she still found time to do her 
friend’s hair. 
 

“Christine is one of those students that 
will go out of their way to help,” said 
Salon Program Director, Sandy John-
son. “She took it upon herself to work 
on four or five clients.” 
 

“She went out of her way,” added cos-
metology instructor Amber Petit. Chris-
tine may have been the only one who 
felt that she wasn’t going out of her 
way. To her, it was simply a matter of 
staying on the job until it’s completed. 
Whether it’s work or school, you finish 
what you start. “You just have to get it 
done,” she said. “Just get it done.” 

Before enrolling at Meridian, Christine 
Stevens, studied architectural drafting, 
owned and operated a daycare center 
and worked at being a dental assistant. 
The latter job helped to satisfy her de-
sire to make people happy and feel 
good about their looks. But, she found 
that most people only come to see a 
dentist when they have to. 

V O L U M E  3 ,  I S S U E   5  

Student spotlight: Christine stevens 
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What would you be doing if you were-What would you be doing if you were-What would you be doing if you were-What would you be doing if you were-
n’t working at Meridian? n’t working at Meridian? n’t working at Meridian? n’t working at Meridian? Volunteering 
more for my favorite local animal rescue 
group, The Cat Depot. Spay or neuter 
your pets, people! 
 

Favorite type of music and music Favorite type of music and music Favorite type of music and music Favorite type of music and music 
group? group? group? group? Ooh, that is a toughie. There are 
so many great types of music. Right 
now I have Crystal Castles, The Doors, 
The Smiths and Danger Mouse on my 
playlist. 
 

Last movie you saw and how well you Last movie you saw and how well you Last movie you saw and how well you Last movie you saw and how well you 

ment? ment? ment? ment? At this point in my life I would 
say that it is graduating with honors 
from college. 
 

If you threw a dinner party, what peo-If you threw a dinner party, what peo-If you threw a dinner party, what peo-If you threw a dinner party, what peo-
ple would you invite as your guests? ple would you invite as your guests? ple would you invite as your guests? ple would you invite as your guests? 
Tori Amos, Greg Graffin, Chuck 
Palahniuk, Franz Kline and Oliver Stone. 
 

 

If you could win a front row seat to any If you could win a front row seat to any If you could win a front row seat to any If you could win a front row seat to any 
sporting event, which one would you sporting event, which one would you sporting event, which one would you sporting event, which one would you 
choose? choose? choose? choose? The Monaco Formula 1 Grand 
Prix. 
 

Complete this sentence: Life is…Complete this sentence: Life is…Complete this sentence: Life is…Complete this sentence: Life is…like a 
box of chocolates. 

mother figure by writing an essay on 
their relationship. The deadline for the 
essays is Saturday, May 7th and they will 
be judged by LRC Director, Jeff Young. 
 

“I’m looking forward to reading and 
judging these essays,” Mr. Young said. “I 
want to remind the contestants that the 
essay can be about a relative who raised 
you and acted as a parent and mentor, 
like a big sister, grandmother or an aunt. 
The things I’m looking for are what 
made this person someone special in 

Mother’s Day is Sunday, May 8th. In 
observance of that special holiday, 
Sarasota’s cosmetology department is 
giving its students a chance to win a 
“Day of Beauty” for their mother or 

your life and how clearly you express 
your thoughts.” 
 

A typical essay would explain why this 
person is so special and deserving, men-
tion the things you like to do with her 
when you get together and what 
makes you smile when you think about 
her. 
 

The “Day of Beauty” will include a facial, 
haircut, color and style, makeup applica-
tion, manicure and pedicure performed 
by the essay winner. 

 

liked it? liked it? liked it? liked it? “Between the Folds” – on the 
surface it is a documentary about ori-
gami. Beneath that it is about how 
closely science and art are related and 
how something so simple can, with a 
bit of work and finesse, be transformed 

into something beautiful and complex. I 
highly recommend it. 

Favorite snack food? Favorite snack food? Favorite snack food? Favorite snack food? Smartfood Pop-
corn. 
 

Favorite place to eat out? Favorite place to eat out? Favorite place to eat out? Favorite place to eat out? Another 
toughie. Right now I’d have to say it is 
Café Epicure. 
 

Greatest accomplishment or achieve-Greatest accomplishment or achieve-Greatest accomplishment or achieve-Greatest accomplishment or achieve-

Mother’s day essay contest 

Staff Interview—Becky loring, admissions representative 
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