
On May 4th, 2010, Mr. Tom 
Mueller gave a captivating 
seminar on domestic violence.  
He began the seminar by test-
ing the audience’s knowledge 
of several phone numbers.  
How many can you match 

correctly? 

 

A. 911 

B. 811 

C. 511 

D. 411 

E. 311 

F. 211 

 

1. Information 

2. Traffic Information 

3. Health & Human Services 

4. Underground public utili-

ties location 

5. Local government ser-

vices 

6. Emergency 

 

An informative Domestic Vio-
lence overview handout was 
distributed that listed many 
eye-popping statistics on do-
mestic violence.  Did you 

know the following? 

• Every 15 seconds, a 
woman is battered in this 

country. 

• Florida ranks first in the 
nation in reports of Domestic 

Violence. 

• 90% of all domestic vio-
lence assaults are committed 

by men. 

•      50% of all homeless 
women and children in this 
country are fleeing domestic 

violence. 

Domestic violence is very 
common, and everyone pre-
sent learned something. For 
more information, contact the 
Crisis Center of Tampa Bay at 

813—964—1964. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Domestic Violence Seminar 

Honor Society and 5K Walk 

The first group of national 
honor society students will be 
inducted into Epsilon Gamma 
of Florida on July 2nd at 6:30 
PM.  Epsilon Gamma is the 
chapter name for the national 
honor society at the Tampa 
campus.  This organization 
recognizes students that have a 
GPA of 3.85 and excellent 
attendance.   Students are 
invited to join based upon 

these two criteria.   The fol-
lowing students are scheduled 
to be inducted:  Giselle Arias, 
Janika Blakely, Barbara Allen, 
Alesha Usher-Mullen, Shauna 
Spencer, Sandra Strickland, 
Marnita Stephens, Maylet Con-
stantino and Debbie Little.   
Congratulations to these stu-
dents and we look forward to 
new additions to Epsilon 

Gamma. 

On June 5, 2010, Dr. Schram 
participated in a 5K walk in Talla-
hassee to support the Diabetes 
Foundation.   The walk took 
place on the campus of Tallahas-
see Community College and 
raised over $12,000 for research 
to support treatments for Juve-
nile Diabetes.   Dr. Schram was 
able to collect approximately 
$150.00 and would like to thank 

all who donated to the cause.    
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Did you know? 

 

Andra Hodges (Human 

Resources Department) has 

volunteered to help clean 

the beaches in the event 

the oil spill hits the Tampa 

Bay Area.  Donations of 

clothing and Pepto-Bismol 

(to settle the animals’ 

stomachs) are needed.  See 

www.seabirdsanctuary.com 

for more information! 

 

Meridian 

Career 

Institute 

Answer key: 

A. 6 C. 2 E. 5 

B. 4 D. 1 F. 3 

Mr. Tom Mueller speaks to the 
Tampa campus students in the 

medical and dental programs. 



6.  If you could change anything about 

yourself, what would it be? 

I wouldn’t mind being a few inches 
taller! Being only 5’1” makes me 
the punch line of a lot of “short” 

jokes! 

7. What car have you always dreamed 

of owning? 

My absolute dream car is a Mer-
cedes McLaren SLT!  Although a 

Hummer HZ             

would be great, too! 

8.  What is your greatest accomplish-

ment?  

My greatest accomplishment is 
that despite getting married at 
only 18 years of age, my husband 
and I are still happily married af-

ter 16 years! 

9.  Who do you admire?  

I admire anyone with the inner 
strength and passion to pursue 
their dreams despite the obstacles 

they face. 

10.  Complete this sentence:   

Happiness is ...  being content no 
matter what your circumstances 
may be.  It is being able to 

weather the storms of life with a 
thankfulness for the lessons you 
are learning, always choosing to 
focus on what you’re grateful for, 

not what your problems are. 

1. If you had to give up a favorite food, 
which would be the most difficult to 

give up?  

The most difficult food for me to 
give up would be meat.  I could 
never be a vegetarian even though 

I love vegetables. 

2.  What is one food you’d       

never want to taste again? 

Liver!  I think liver is one of the 

most vile-tasting foods! 

3.  You’ve been given access to a time 
machine.  Where and when would you 

travel to? Why? 

I would travel back to Israel when 
Jesus walked the earth.  To walk 
and talk with the Son of God in 
the flesh would be the most amaz-

ing experience ever! 

4.  What award would you love to win 

and for what achievement?  

I would love to win a lifetime 
achievement award for stellar 
parenting.  Raising morally upright 
children of great character is quite 

an achievement in our culture! 

5.  What word describes you best?  

The word that best describes me 

is “creative.” 

1.  If you had to give up a favorite food, 
which would be the most difficult to 

give up?  

Cheese!  I could go vegetarian, but 

I could never go vegan. 

2.  What is one food you’d never want 

to taste again?  

Marmite.  It’s an English “treat” 
made from yeast and used in beer-
brewing (basically, it’s the stuff 
scraped off the side of the barrels 
used in the beer-making process).  
I had it once and once was 

enough!  It’s awful … just awful … 

3.  You’ve been given access to a time 
machine.  Where and when would you 

travel? Why? 

Oh, this is a fun question!  I would 
probably travel back in time to 
the mid 1800’s.  It was a difficult 
time in American history, but it 
was also a time of tremendous 
discovery.  I think that I would 
have liked to have been involved 
in the formation of what is now 
the Public University system—
either as a teacher or as an advo-
cate for public education, in one 

way or another. 

4.  What award would you love to win 

and for what achievement?  

Anything that has to do with as-
sisting in the well-being and care 
of neglected and/or abused ani-
mals. I’m a big advocate of the 

prevention of cruelty to animals.   

5.  What word describes you best?  

That depends on who you ask!  
But, personally, I’d say … deter-

mined. 

6.  If you could change anything about 

yourself, what would it be? 

The fact that I’m just not cut out 
to play Roller Derby … I love 
Roller Derby, but I’m afraid of 

falling down and hurting myself. 

7. What car have you always dreamed 

of owning? 

Jaguar XJ12.  Convertible.  White.  
Tan leather interior.  We can all 

dream, can’t we? 

8.  What is your greatest accomplish-

ment?  

Earning a Master’s Degree in Lit-
erature from the University of 

Massachusetts, against many odds. 

9.  Who do you admire?  

All of my students: past, present, 

and future. 

10.  Complete this sentence:   

Happiness is ... watching my 
puppy, Sir Macallan, run around 
like a maniac with his four-legged 

friends at the dog park.  

Student Interview—Melissa (Cosmetology) 

Interview —Christina Ricks (Career Services) 
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Ms. Ricks always has a friendly smile! 

Ask Melissa about her favorite book! 
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tion.  

5.  What word describes you best?  

Comedian 

6.  If you could change anything about 

yourself, what would it be? 

Nothing, I’m happy just the way I 

am. 

7. What car have you always dreamed 

of owning? 

1969 Chevy Camaro SS, black 

with white racing stripes. 

8.  What is your greatest accomplish-

ment?  

My kids. 

9.  Who do you admire?  

My mom, she’s done a lot as a sin-

gle mother. 

10.  Complete this sentence:   

Happiness is ...  What you make it. 

1.  If you had to give up a favorite food, 
which would be the most difficult to give 

up?  

Steak, definitely.  

2.  What is one food you’d never want 

to taste again?  

Oysters. 

3.  You’ve been given access to a time 
machine.  Where and when would you 

travel to? Why? 

To the future, 3000 A.D., to see 
what technologies are there and 
how technology has advanced. Also 

to fly my hovercar. 

4.  What award would you love to win 

and for what achievement? 

The Nobel Prize for a new inven-

The commencement ceremony for 
Meridian Career Institute’s class of 
2010 was held at the Manatee Conven-
tion Center on Friday, June 18th. Eighty-
eight proud graduates marched in as 
the traditional graduation tune, “Pomp 

and Circumstance” was played. 

 

The Reverend Catherine Fluck-Price 
performed the invocation. She con-
gratulated the graduates for their 
achievements and the sacrifices made 
by them and their families. The invoca-
tion was followed by some welcoming 
remarks from Sarasota Campus Direc-
tor, Kim Miles. Ms. Miles then intro-
duced the commencement speaker, 
Sarasota County Commissioner, Caro-

lyn Mason. 

 

Ms. Miles told the audience about some 
of the many awards and honors that 
Councilwoman Mason has received: the 
Woman of Color Award, the NAACP 
Freedom Award, the “She Knows 
Where She’s Going Award” from Girls 
Inc. and the Freedom Fighter Award 
from the Manatee/Sarasota Chapter of 
the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference. Councilwoman Mason also 
served as Mayor of Sarasota from 2001 

to 2003. 

 

Councilwoman Mason told the gradu-
ates to always remember where they 
came from and to use their education 
to serve their community. She also 
encouraged the graduates to further 

their education by pursuing advanced 

degrees and specialized training. 

Councilwoman Mason’s commence-
ment address was followed by the con-
ferring of diplomas and the presenta-
tion of graduates. The ceremony was 
concluded with a benediction from the 

Reverend John Mapps. 

 

Then it was time for family, friends and 
graduates to exchange hugs and hand-
shakes, take photos and enjoy some 

refreshments. 

 

Congratulations to the Class of 2010, 

we’re proud of you. 

 

 

Nikita Williams and Brittany Mobley 

(Medical Assisting) 

 

Stephanie Dash and Linda Delgado (Medical 

Administration)  

Gwenette Matthews (Medical Administration), 
Helena Baity (Medical Assistant), and Katina 

Hayes (Medical Administration). 

Student Interview—Mike (Cosmetology) 

Commencement Ceremony 

 

June 2010 Graduation Photos—Congratulations, graduates! 
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Mike, the proud papa! 



It’s been said that ninety percent of life is showing up. That’s why it’s so important 
to develop the habit of regular and punctual attendance at school. You can’t obtain 
the knowledge and skills that you’ll need on the job if you’re not in the classroom to 

learn and practice them. 
 

In today’s sluggish economy, employers are more selective about who they hire. 
They want someone they can rely on to be there on time, on a regular basis. It’s the 
same way with our externship sites. They continually ask Meridian to send them 

students with excellent attendance records. 
 

When potential employers ask Meridian employees about a graduate, they invariably 
want to know their attendance record. Grades are important too, but experience 

has shown us that employers care more about attendance than grades. 
 

Recently someone asked Yahoo! Answers why employees think that attendance and 
punctuality are so important. Their answer was: “The office” is about business, 
about getting the job done. You can’t get the job done if you’re not there. It’s diffi-

cult to get the job done if you don’t show up when you’re supposed to.” 

See you in class. 

Jeff Young, Librarian 

A Corvette, no particular year or 

model. 

8.  What is your greatest accomplishment?  

Turning around Medvance Institute in 

New Orleans, post Hurricane Katrina. 

9.  Who do you admire?  

That’s a tough one. Dan Marino, he 
was always a winner and he never got 

into trouble. 

10.  Complete this sentence:   

Happiness is ...  Surrounding yourself 

with people that love you. 

1.  If you had to give up a favorite food, 
which would be the most difficult to give 

up?  

Rice and beans.  

2.  What is one food you’d never want to 

taste again?  

Chitlins! 

3.  You’ve been given access to a time ma-
chine.  Where and when would you travel 

to? Why? 

To Dallas, Texas, November 22, 1963 

to see who shot JFK. 

4.  What award would you love to win and 

for what achievement? 

An Oscar for Best Director. 

5.  What word describes you best?  

Kind. 

6.  If you could change anything about 

yourself, what would it be? 

I’d be taller. 

7. What car have you always dreamed of 

owning? 

Russell Battiata, Sarasota Campus 
Director, was born in Brooklyn, 
New York, and moved to Florida in 
his early teens.  After graduating 
from high school, he earned an Asso-
ciate’s degree from Miami’s National 
School of Technology in 1991. He 
taught Medical Billing and Coding at 
various proprietary schools for ap-
proximately 10 years, and earned a 
B.S. degree from Trinity College in 
Miami in 2001.  Since then, he’s 
served as Director of Education at 
Everest University in Miami and at 
Medvance Institute in New Orleans.  
When asked about his vision for the 
Sarasota Campus, Mr. Battiata said:  
“I want to work with each depart-
ment so they work together. I want 
to streamline all the processes to 
make things conducive to producing 

successful students.”  

Interview—Mr. Russell Battiata (Campus Director) 

Tampa: 
9503 Princess Palm Avenue 

Tampa, FL  33619 
813-402-4974 
888-203-0093 
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Becky Wells from the BeWell Salon in 
Sarasota demonstrates the use of ex-
tensions to the Cosmetology students 
at the Sarasota campus. Ms. Wells is a 

graduate of Meridian Career Institute! 

Welcome to Meridian Career Institute, Mr. Battiata! 


